SOFTWARE REVIEW

Clooz 2.0

celing overwhelmed by lots of
documents to extraci, abstract
log, and maich 10 vour genealog
database of people? Clooz might be just
the thing to help
This 15 a database program for docu-
ments, ot |u-n|1l-; Il 15 mt a replace-
ment for yvour gencalogical database pro-
gram—it i a supplement with a specific  diregt import
purpose—ito group and provide detail Tor  Tree: other prosgr
lois of different tvpes of records. Gl “-.. OM. We
Clooz 2.0 has more than doubled the amd ey 'Lll: |,'|l._l,_'l"-.| one from
number of lemplates previously available ne from Kooes Wagic, All three
so there are now more than 40 bvpes ol
reconds thal can be recorded easilv. In and they all produced the
addition, some of the templates are mtend-  same (Too: database. The
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vl records, providing even more opportu-  for Legacy users. Although we onlv tried
nities 1o have a template for vour needs, GEDCOMs from Legacy and Roors Magic,
For example, there are templates for 19 we would expect that any major genea-  Clooz 2.0
Canadian censuses (including population ogical program supporting the current  Ancestor Detective. LLC
manufaciuring. agricultural, and several GEDCOM standard 3.5 would work just PO, Box 6386
others), 15 French censuses from 1836 1o as well Plomiouaihe, M 48 T T0-8486
190, four Norwegian censuses from 1 801 The new databases included all the ClooziaCloos oo

1900, and L5, federal censuses from  sources from our original files. They wer
1790 to 1930, plus manufacturers” sched:  not binked to the events, however. After  Minimum FEQURETTTETIS:
ules, mortality schedules, and agricultural thinking about i, we decided that wasnt  Windows XP  misimum
schedules, If the one you need isn't there,  necessarily a bad thing. For many sources  TOOMB hand drive S
two gemeric census femplates may fit the  that are already in vour _;_-n,_-.;L gv dta
bill—cone for “generic head of household™  base, vou might not care about having the  £39.95, Dsers of the cur-
{similar to the early U.5. censuses with age  full listing in Clooz. If vou do, however renl version cdn  upsrade
ranges for the household occupants) and it is not difficul 1o create the binks. The  for $20
ane tor “generic every member”™ (similar io  process is the same as for a new document

the post-1830 U.S. censuses with names  in vour rescarch—start with a Research
and details for each housechold member) | o Thiz = the b ding bock for Cloos, ril vvrws.clooz.com
For example. since there is no Danish cen-  since it is intended 2 a research

sus template in this version, the “generic  research log starts out as a i

- - -t n
every member” worked accepiably well o
capture our information (hint to the devel-  pesults, dosing the koop on i
oper lor version 3.0) I'he list of sources imported with the

starting with the beginning—creating GEDCOM {or direct imporl) = avail-

y
a Clooz database—we ran imlo one able a5 vou oreate the Research Log
interesting 1ssue. Clooz persons may be  The template gives vou blanks to fill in
manuslly cntered one by one as needed. 10 remind vou 1o complete the citations




properly. The formats for the ctation
templates are based on Elizabeth Shown
Mills's Evidence! Citarion & Anab=is for
the Faruly Historiarn  (Balimore, MD:
Genealogical Publishing Co., 1997). Once
the source s identified, the individuals
mentioned in that source can be Inked.
There is a checkbox next 1o each linked
individual for *Details.” Clicking on the
details box opens the template specific 1o
the tvpe of record you have identified for
that document, giving you the appropri-
ite blanks 1o complete for the mdividual,
For example, when completing a U5,
census record for | BB, clicking on the
detail box opens o Form wath fields For
all the columns of the 1880 census form.
IT you have your lapiop computer at
the repository, this makes extracting the
information very easy, since you have the
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colimn information in front of vou for
cach person on the form. If vou make a
copy of the census later, it's still easy (o
fill in the form for each person. When
you have finished, click on the person
icon to return to link another person o
the document

The program will wsk il you wani o
copy the data from the previous person
In most cases, you will want 1o say “yes™
since the program is smar cnough w
know which fickds to copy. For example,
on a census, i will copy the header infor
mution, household, line, daic tken, page,
surname, then leave the rest blank. You
can overwrite the surname if it is different
for the next person. This i really great
o get the consistent inlormanion filled in
withoul rekeying it

But be careful if you are doing some
types of more general reconds—one record
we tested was a book of church records.
Each chikd had a different birth date, but
copving from one (o the next, the program
copied the date as well. This was not a
problem if we had a date to override the
previous one—but one birth did not have
a day and month shown, just @ vear. In
that case, vou can select the blank month
option to change the date information.

The program is built in Visual Basic
Mot using a Microsolt Acoess database for
data storage, so there are lists of values
for many of the data clements that may
be maintained through the Lists function.
For example, there is a list of Events that
is used in a number of places throughout
the program. This may be cdited through
the Lists, Events section of the menu 1w
add, debete, or modily entrics as reguired.
This is a very handy feature, since other
programs we have reviewed were hmited
lo only those events that the developers
thought should be included. It's shways
fice when vou are allowed some personal
ization and control of the data,

There are a large number of reports,
with & great deal of flexibility n the
print parameters. For example, the census
reports can be printed by year, by country,
or all censuses. Within the report, the data
can be sorted by any heading so it can be
vsed as a census tracker to determine what






